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Global leaders must take urgent, concerted action to 
end road carnage
 
If you had to guess the leading cause of death for 
children and young people globally, what would you 
say?
 
Malaria? Pneumonia? Suicide? They’re all up there, but 
no, it’s road crashes.
 
Cars have been around for over 120 years, and we 
know how to prevent these tragedies. Yet road crashes 
still claim more than two lives every minute, and nearly 
1.2 million lives every year. 
 
If these deaths were caused by a virus, it would be 
called a pandemic and the world would scramble to 
develop vaccines to prevent them.
 
And yet reducing road deaths has long been overlooked, 
misunderstood and underfunded. 
 
People will always make mistakes on the roads, but 
we have proven solutions that ensure our transport 
systems can absorb these errors in a way that 

 
As part of the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety 
2021-2030, the world has set an ambitious target of 
halving road deaths worldwide by 2030. 
 
Just ten countries - including some hard-hit low and 
middle-income countries – managed to reduce road 
deaths by more than 50% in a decade, and more than 
30 countries are close behind.  This shows that the 
target can be met but it is nowhere near enough. We 
need urgent action.
 
Key to meeting this goal is the decision to design 
and build our transport systems for people - not for 
motor vehicles - and to make safety paramount in all 
decisions and actions.

Boost road safety for people,  
planet and prosperity 

 
This is especially important for the most vulnerable 
road users such as pedestrians, cyclists and motorcycle 
riders, who are often left dangerously exposed. 
 
Advancing road safety is crucial in itself, but it is also 
key to sustainable development overall. 
 
The world is going through an unprecedented wave of 
motorization. More than a billion vehicles are on the 
roads. This is unsustainable, so we must focus on 
moving people, not cars, motorbikes and trucks. 

Transport accounts for one quarter of global carbon 
emissions, and fuels congestion in our cities. Yet when 
mobility is made safe and accessible, people choose 
the greener options of public transport, walking and 
cycling.

Designing cities around sustainable transport - with 
cycling lanes, pedestrian zones, and accessible public 
transport - also strengthens communities by making 
spaces safer and more liveable, while improving 
access to adequate housing and basic services for all.

Safe roads power economies. Road deaths can cost 
countries around 3 to 5% of GDP, and ensuring more 
people can move safely to their jobs, schools and vital 
services drives development. 

Safe, accessible and affordable transport also breaks 
down barriers to jobs, schools and opportunities for 
disadvantaged groups. This helps ensure everyone 
can reach their potential.

Road safety is everyone’s business and to succeed we 
need a range of sectors to be involved. 

Urban planners and engineers must ensure safety is 
built into infrastructure. Academia and civil society 
can generate evidence. The media can dig deeper into 
what works, what doesn’t and why. 

Abdessamad Kayouh,  
Minister of Transport and 

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,  
Director general of the World 
Health Organization
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Businesses can contribute to safe and sustainable 
mobility by applying proven principles and practices 
throughout their value chains. They must only sell 
vehicles that meet United Nations safety standards.

Yet the role of government is paramount. Governments 
must provide strategic and well-coordinated 
approaches, strong policy and legal frameworks that 
enforce safety standards and safe behaviors, and 

also key.

This vision is right at the heart of the Global Plan for 
the United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety 
2021-2030, which offers a blueprint for governments 
to reduce road deaths.

This week, world leaders will meet for a Global 
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety in Morocco. 
They will assess progress, share knowledge, and 
advance actions to halve road deaths by 2030.

They are set to adopt a new Marrakech Declaration, 
which recognizes road safety as an urgent public health 
and development priority, and that our efforts must be 
guided by the principles of equity, accessibility, and 
sustainability.

The Declaration calls on leaders to step up efforts to 
action the Global Plan for the UN Decade of Action for 
Road Safety. We need a step change in political will, 
a sense of urgency, evidenced-based, strategies that 
are costed and implemented, strong coordination and 

Road safety is a crisis that has gone on far too long. No 
road deaths are necessary or acceptable.

Yet it is also much more than that. Safe and sustainable 
mobility can power a better future for us all. 
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1st Conference – Moscow (2009): 
 

The Previous Three Editions of the Global  
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety
Since 2009, the Global Ministerial Conferences on Road Safety have served as pivotal moments to strengthen 

 
 

United Nations resolutions.

1. OVERVIEW OF THE 
PREVIOUS THREE  
EDITIONS

2009

2020

2015

3rd

(2020): New Directions for 
2021–2030

Held in Sweden, this event welcomed 1,700 participants from 

With the 4th

2nd Conference – Brasília (2015): 
Integration into the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

participants from 110 countries and led to the adoption of the 
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countries GDP annually due to lost productivity, medical 

THE MOST COMMON RISK FACTORS ARE 

 —

 —

2. THE GLOBAL ROAD 
SAFETY SITUATION

 — Non-use of helmets and seat belts, despite 

 —

3%3  
days

+ 1,19 milion aged 5 to 29

30%
 

of road fatalities

80%3  
days

minimum safety standards

7
Nations Member States -  have laws 

74%3  
days
Helmet use can reduce the 

60%
Seatbelts can reduce the 

A global crisis with multiple causes
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While road fatalities affect every continent, they 

 — Africa has the highest mortality rate, 
with 19 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants, 
compared to 7 per 100,000 in Europe.

 — Southeast Asia and the Western 

 — Vulnerable road users (pedestrians, 

50% 

50% 
Vulnerable road users (pedestrians, 

90% 

60% 

countries account for more 

 

19 deaths
 

7 deaths
7 eaths per 100 000 inhabitants 
in Europe
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instance, the adoption of the Safe System Approach

 —  to protect 

 —

 —  

 —  in prevention 

 —

cyclists and other vulnerable road users.

th Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, to 

-

society representatives, this conference will be a pivotal 
moment to turn ambitious commitments into actionable 

MICK
SCHUMACHER

F1 DRIVER

MAKE A SAFETY
       STATEMENT

Special Envoy for Road Safety

Supported by

Encouraging progress, but still Essential mobilization to achieve 
2030 goals
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3. ORGANIZATION OF 
THE 4th CONFERENCE  
IN MOROCCO
Morocco as host country

-

-

For several years, Morocco has implemented ambitious 
-

host this conference due to its modern infrastructure 

-

-
national collaboration between several institutions and 

include:

Morocco's National 
Agency for Road 
Safety (NARSA), 
which leads road 
safety policies at 

Specialized interna
tional organizations, 

the Global Road Safety 
The private sector, 

companies and 
transport industry 

solutions to improve 
infrastructure and 

The United Nations, 
which places road 
safety at the core 

for Sustainable 

The World Health 
Organization (WHO), 

in the prevention 

NGOs and civil society, 



4th
 G

lo
ba

l M
in

is
te

ria
l C

on
fe

re
nc

e 
on

 R
oa

d 
Sa

fe
ty

10

Key themes

 —  

 —

 —

 —

 —

 —

Ministerial Roundtable : Turning 
Commitments into Action – 
Implementing the Conference 
Declaration

However, commitments must be followed by action to drive 

-

-

-

-

-

-

 — Elevate road safety as an international political 

 —

 —

 —

 —
cooperation to share best practices and support 
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outcomes:

 —
which will set clear international 

 —

 —

 — Development of public-private 
partnerships to foster innovation and 

 —
in low- and middle-income countries 

Expected outcomes

 —

th Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety 
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4. 10th INTERNATIONAL 
ROAD SAFETY  
FILM FESTIVAL
A Key Event for Raising Road  
Safety Awareness

th Global Ministerial Conference on Road 
Safety, the 10th

-

Target  participants
-

ders involved in road safety and audiovisual production, 

 —

 —

 —

 —

 —

 —th

 —

 —
and educational audiovisual content 

 —

 —
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awareness, several awards will be presented at the festival:

Award

 
 

 
 

Europe

 
SDG 4: Quality Education 

 
 

 
 

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities  
and Communities

Grand Prize Jury Prize Audience 
Award

Internet Users' Prize 
with online voting

Best Film for 
Education Communication

Best Professional  
Film

Best Youth 
Film for Youth

United Nations 
Regional Trophies

Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) Trophies
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5. INTERNATIONAL 
ROAD SAFETY  
INNOVATION AND  
INVENTION CONTEST
A Catalyst for Safer Roads through 
Innovation

h Global Ministerial Conference on Road 

-

research and the development of innovative solutions to 

 —

 —
researchers, and companies to facilitate the practical 

 —
of innovative solutions with a direct impact 

 —
investors about the importance of applied 

Areas of Innovation

-

 — Vehicle Embedded Technologies : 

 — Smart Mobility and Autonomous Vehicles : Driver 

 — Innovative Road Infrastructure : Smart 

 — Digital Tools and Applications : Software for 
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several awards will be presented:

 — 1st Prize for Road Safety Innovation

 — Social Impact Award

 — Best Functional Prototype Award
an invention that has demonstrated its 

Awards and Support

NOVAK
DJOKOVIC

TENNIS LEGEND

Special Envoy for Road Safety

Supported by

MAKE A SAFETY
       STATEMENT
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6. ROAD SAFETY  
VILLAGE: OFFICIAL 
LAUNCHES

Bicycle Parade in Partnership with 

-

specially prepared streets, participants will experience the 

 —

 —

-

authorities, private companies, and youth will brainstorm 

Call to Action in Collaboration with 
the Global Alliance of NGOs for Road 
Safety

th

-
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-

 —
nationwide provided by the National Road 

 —
conducted by 470 educators and 11 

direct interactions with motorcyclists 

initiative will be carried out in the presence 

Awareness Campaigns on  

50 cities

470 educators

30% 
 

motorcyclists

50 000
helmets nationwide provided by 

20 000
11 associations

117 
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Road Safety Clubs

 — Theoretical sessions to understand 
the basics of the Highway Code.

 — Practical activities with simulations on mini 
circuits to safely apply learned rules.

 —
games and educational apps.

 — Creative activities to reinforce preventive messages.

-

 —

 —

 —

Awareness Campaign Featuring 
Celebrities and the UN Special Envoy 
for Road Safety
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CHARLES
LECLERC

F1 DRIVER

CHARLES
LECLERC

F1 DRIVER

CHARLES

MAKE A SAFETY
       STATEMENT

Special Envoy for Road Safety

Supported by
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PRESS CONTACTS

 

Halima Fouzir :  

Safae Benlamlih :  

 


